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CCCTU Hosts WoMEN’'s Fry FisHING DAy

By Denise Marth and Ray Weglarz

The Copper Country Chapter of Trout
Unlimited hosted a "Women's Introduction to
Fly Fishing Day (WFFD)" on June 1, 2002 at the
Chassell Township Park. More than 20 women
and TU volunteers attended the day-long event.
Denise Marth, CCCTU board member and co-
organizer for the event, called it "a great success
and a lot of fun." Denise added, "WFFD was a
capacity-building event and part of a new
nationwide strategy to help TU fulfill its
mission of cold water fishery conservation.”

Ray Weglarz, co-organizer of the event
stated, "I have taught fly fishing and fly tying
for 25 years. In my experience women can learn
the basic skills of fly-fishing in a short time. It
takes rhythm, coordination and grace to fly
cast, and women often seem to learn even
quicker than men."

"Besides introducing women to fly
fishing," Denise added, "CCCTU hopes to
promote and expand its membership by
offering outreach education and services to
women who have been under-represented in
Trout Unlimited."

“And i that doesn't work slap him up along side the
head with your 4 - weight, “fessica Kane instructs o
WEFFD seminar attendee on fly casting.

Grant funding for this project was sought
by Ray Weglarz and Denise Marth from the
Trout Unlimited Midwest Office in Madison,
Wisconsin. "We really want to thank Russ

Schnitzer and Laura Hewitt, who encouraged
and assisted us in obtaining the grant funds to
host this event," Marth said. CCCTU was
awarded $2,000 to provide for 2 women
casting instructors, fly fishing equipment,

or L
“The rabbit goes around the tree and down the hole.”
Kimberly Clark explains the finer points of tying a fly
to Charmaine Parsons (left) and Par Hughes

lunch, refreshments and park rental,

Chapter president Bill Deephouse stated,
"There were a lot of women in our area
interested in learning more about fly fishing. It
was such a hit we hope to repeat the event next
year."

The intent of the two-part event was to
provide information about equipment, local
streams, trout habitat and fly fishing
techniques. On May 8, 2002 interested women
and volunteers from CCCTU met at the
MNorthern Lights Restaurant in Houghton from
7-9 PM. Several TU volunteers conducted a
seminar, with Denise Marth, Ray Weglarz, lim
Junttila, Kimberly Clark, Jessica Kane and Bill
Deephouse talking about fly-fishing, fish
habitat and the history of TU and the Copper
Country Chapter. Kimberly Clark, president of
the Fred Waara Chapter, Marquette, and
Calumet's Jessica Kane were the fly casting
instructors for the event.

June 1 was "hands on day" for WFFD
where women participated in learning more
about equipment and casting. With rods in
hand, the women and volunteers waded into
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